
Apologies to Aboriginal Peoplesfrom the Anglican, Presbyterian and United Churches and the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate



The Anglican Church of CanadaA message from the Primate, Archbishop Michael Peers, to the National NativeConvocation Minaki, Ontario, Friday, August 6, 1993 
My Brothers and Sisters: Together here with you I have listened as you have told your stories of the residentialschools. I have heard the voices that have spoken of pain and hurt experienced in the schools, andof the scars which endure to this day.I have felt shame and humiliation as I have heard of suffering inflicted by my people, and asI think of the part our church played in that suffering. I am deeply conscious of the sacredness of the stories that you have told and I hold in thehighest honour those who have told them. I have heard with admiration the stories of people and communities who have worked athealing, and I am aware of how much healing is needed. I also know that I am in need of healing, and my own people are in need of healing, andour church is in need of healing. Without that healing, we will continue the same attitudesthat have done such damage in the past. I also know that healing takes a long time, both for people and for communities. I also know that it is God who heals, and that God can begin to heal when we open our-selves, our wounds, our failures and our shame to God. I want to take one step along thatpath here and now.I accept and I confess before God and you, our failures in the residential schools. We failedyou. We failed ourselves. We failed God. I am sorry, more than I can say, that we were part of a system which took you and yourchildren from home and family.I am sorry, more than I can say, that we tried to remake you in our image, taking from youyour language and the signs of your identity.



I am sorry, more than I can say, that in our schools so many were abused physically, sexually,culturally and emotionally.On behalf of the Anglican Church of Canada, I present our apology.I do this at the desire of those in the Church like the National Executive Council, who knowsome of your stories and have asked me to apologize. I do this in the name of many who do not know these stories. And I do this even though there are those in the church who cannot accept the fact thatthese things were done in our name. As soon as I am home, I shall tell all the bishops what I have said, and ask them to co-operate with me and with the National Executive Council in helping this healing at the locallevel. Some bishops have already begun this work. I know how often you have heard words which have been empty because they have notbeen accompanied by actions. I pledge to you my best efforts, and the efforts of ourchurch at the national level, to walk with you along the path of God's healing. The work of the Residential Schools Working Group, the video, the commitment and theeffort of the Special Assistants to the Primate for this work, the grants available for healingconferences, are some signs of that pledge, and we shall work for others. This is Friday, the day of Jesus' suffering and death. It is the anniversary of the first atomicbomb at Hiroshima, one of the most terrible injuries ever inflicted by one people on another.But even atomic bombs and Good Friday are not the last word. God raised Jesus from thedead as a sign that life and wholeness are the everlasting and unquenchable purpose ofGod. Thank you for listening to me. + Michael Archbishop and Primate 



The Presbyterian Church in CanadaConfessions and Apologies
"It is with deep humility and in great sorrow that we come before God and our Aboriginalbrothers and sisters with our confession..."Our Confession:
The Holy Spirit, speaking in and through Scripture, calls The Presbyterian Church inCanada to confession. This confession is our response to the word of God. We under-stand our mission and ministry in new ways, in part because of the testimony ofAboriginal peoples.We, the 120th General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, seeking theguidance of the Spirit of God, and aware of our own sin and shortcomings, are called tospeak to the Church we love. We do this, out of new understandings of our past, notout of any sense of being superior to those who have gone before us, nor out of anysense that we would have done things differently in the same context. It is with deephumility and in great sorrow that we come before God and our Aboriginal brothers andsisters with our confession.We acknowledge that the stated policy of the Government of Canada was to assimilateAboriginal peoples to the dominant culture, and that The Presbyterian Church in Canadaco-operated in this policy. We acknowledge that the roots of the harm we have doneare found in the attitudes and values of western European colonialism, and the assump-tion that what was not yet molded in our image was to be discovered and exploited. Aspart of that policy we, with other churches, encouraged the Government to ban someimportant spiritual practices through which Aboriginal peoples experienced the presenceof the creator God. For the Church's complicity in this policy we ask forgiveness.We recognize that there were many members of The Presbyterian Church in Canadawho, in good faith, gave unstintingly of themselves in love and compassion for theiraboriginal brothers and sisters. We acknowledge their devotion and commend them fortheir work. We recognize that there were some who, with prophetic insight, were awareof the damage that was being done and protested, but their efforts were thwarted. Weacknowledge their insight. For the times we did not support them adequately nor heartheir cries for justice, we ask forgiveness.We confess that The Presbyterian Church in Canada presumed to know better thanAboriginal peoples what was needed for life. The Church said of our Aboriginal brothers



and sisters, "If they could be like us, if they could think like us, talk like us, worship likeus, sing like us, work like us, they would know God as we know God and thereforewould have life abundant". In our cultural arrogance we have been blind to the ways inwhich our own understanding of the Gospel has been culturally conditioned, andbecause of our insensitivity to aboriginal cultures, we have demanded more of Aboriginalpeoples than the gospel requires, and have thus misrepresented Jesus Christ who lovesall peoples with compassionate, suffering love that all may come to God through him.For the Church's presumption we ask forgiveness.We confess that, with the encouragement and assistance of the Government of Canada,The Presbyterian Church in Canada agreed to take the children of Aboriginal peoplesfrom their own homes and place them in Residential Schools. In these schools, childrenwere deprived of their traditional ways, which were replaced with Euro-Canadian customsthat were helpful in the process of assimilation. To carry out this process, ThePresbyterian Church in Canada used disciplinary practices which were foreign toAboriginal peoples, and open to exploitation in physical and psychological punishmentbeyond any Christian maxim of care and discipline. In a setting of obedience and acqui-escence there was opportunity for sexual abuse, and some were so abused. The effectof all this, for Aboriginal peoples, was the loss of cultural identity and the loss of asecure sense of self. For the Church's insensitivity we ask forgiveness.We regret that there are those whose lives have been deeply scarred by the effects ofthe mission and ministry of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. For our Church we askforgiveness of God. It is our prayer that God, who is merciful, will guide us in compas-sionate ways towards helping them to heal.We ask, also, for forgiveness from Aboriginal peoples. What we have heard we acknowl-edge. It is our hope that those whom we have wronged with a hurt too deep for tellingwill accept what we have to say. With God's guidance our Church will seek opportunitiesto walk with Aboriginal peoples to find healing and wholeness together as God's people."God not only calls the church to confession, but to a ministry of reconciliation, walkingt o g e t h e r, seeking to restore justice in relationships where it is lacking. Our church iscalled to commit itself to support processes for healing of the wounds inflicted on abo-riginal people."



The United Church of CanadaApology to First Nations Peoples (1986)
Long before my people journeyed to this land your people were here, and you receivedfrom your Elders an understanding of creation and of the Mystery that surrounds us all thatwas deep, and rich, and to be treasured.We did not hear you when you shared your vision. In our zeal to tell you of the good newsof Jesus Christ we were closed to the value of your spirituality.We confused Western ways and culture with the depth and breadth and length and heightof the gospel of Christ.We imposed our civilization as a condition for accepting the gospel.We tried to make you be like us and in so doing we helped to destroy the vision that madeyou what you were. As a result you, and we, are poorer and the image of the Creator in usis twisted, blurred, and we are not what we are meant by God to be.We ask you to forgive us and to walk together with us in the Spirit of Christ so that ourpeoples may be blessed and God's creation healed. Rt. Rev. Robert SmithApology to First Nations (1998)

To Former Students of United Church Indian Residential Schools, and to Their Families and CommunitiesFrom the deepest reaches of your memories, you have shared with us your stories of suffer-ing from our church's involvement in the operation of Indian Residential Schools. You haveshared the personal and historic pain that you still bear, and you have been vulnerable yetagain. You have also shared with us your strength and wisdom born of the life-giving dignityof your communities and traditions and your stories of survival.In response to our church's commitment to repentance, I spoke these words of apology onbehalf of the General Council Executive on Tuesday, October 27, 1998:"As Moderator of The United Church of Canada, I wish to speak the words that many peo-ple have wanted to hear for a very long time. On behalf of The United Church of Canada, Iapologize for the pain and suffering that our church's involvement in the Indian Residential



School system has caused. We are aware of some of the damage that this cruel and ill-con-ceived system of assimilation has perpetrated on Canada's First Nations peoples. For this weare truly and most humbly sorry."To those individuals who were physically, sexually, and mentally abused as students of theIndian Residential Schools in which The United Church of Canada was involved, I offer youour most sincere apology. You did nothing wrong. You were and are the victims of evil actsthat cannot under any circumstances be justified or excused."We know that many within our church will still not understand why each of us must bearthe scar, the blame for this horrendous period in Canadian history. But the truth is, we arethe bearers of many blessings from our ancestors, and therefore, we must also bear theirburdens."Our burdens include dishonouring the depths of the struggles of First Nations peoples andthe richness of your gifts. We seek God's forgiveness and healing grace as we take stepstoward building respectful, compassionate, and loving relationships with First Nations peo-ples.We are in the midst of a long and painful journey as we reflect on the cries that we did notor would not hear, and how we have behaved as a church. As we travel this difficult road ofrepentance, reconciliation, and healing, we commit ourselves to work toward ensuring thatwe will never again use our power as a church to hurt others with attitudes of racial andspiritual superiority."We pray that you will hear the sincerity of our words today and that you will witness theliving out of our apology in our actions in the future." The Right Rev. Bill PhippsModerator of The United Church of Canada 



The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
An Apology to the First Nations of Canada by The Oblate Conference of CanadaThe Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate in Canada wish, after one hundred and fiftyyears of being with and ministering to the Native peoples of Canada, to offer an an apologyfor - 1 -certain aspects of that presence and ministry.A number of historical circumstances make this moment in history most opportune for this.First, there is a symbolic reason. Next year, 1992, marks the five hundredth anniversary ofthe arrival of Europeans on the shores of America. As large scale celebrations are being pre-pared to mark this occasion, the Oblates of Canada wish, through this apology, to show sol-idarity with many Native people in Canada whose history has been adversely affected by thisevent. Anthropological and sociological insights of the late 20th century have shown howdeep, unchallenged, and damaging was the naive cultural, ethnic, linguistic, and religioussuperiority complex of Christian Europe when its peoples met and interrelated with the abo-riginal peoples of North America.As well, recent criticisms of Indian residential schools and the exposure of instances ofphysical and sexual abuse within these schools call for such an apology.Given this history, Native peoples and other groups alike are realizing that a certain healingneeds to take place before a new and more truly cooperative phase of history can occur.This healing cannot however happen until some very complex, long-standing, and deep his-torical issues have been addressed.It is in this context, and with a renewed pledge to be in solidarity with Native peoples in acommon struggle for justice, that we, the Oblates of Canada, offer this apology:We apologize for the part we played in the cultural, ethnic, linguistic, and religious imperial-ism that was part of the mentality with which the peoples of Europe first met the aboriginalpeoples and which consistently has lurked behind the way the Native peoples of Canadahave been treated by civil governments and by the churches. We were, naively, part of thismentality and were, in fact, often a key player in its implementation. We recognize that thismentality has, from the beginning, and ever since, continually threatened the cultural, linguis-tic, and religious traditions of the Native peoples.We recognize that many of the problems that beset Native communities today - high unem-ployment, alcoholism, family breakdown, domestic violence, spiraling suicide rates, lack ofhealthy self-esteem - are not so much the result of personal failure as they are the result of



centuries of systemic imperialism. Any people stripped of its traditions as well as of its pridefalls victim to precisely these social ills. For the part that we played, however inadvertent andnaive that participation, might have been, in the setting up and maintaining of a system thatstripped others of not only their lands but also of their cultural, linguistic, and religious tradi-tions we sincerely apologize.Beyond this regret for having been part of a system which, because of its historical privilegeand assumed superiority did great damage to the Native peoples of Canada, we wish toapologize more specifically for the following:In sympathy with recent criticisms of Native Residential Schools, we wish to apologize forthe part we played in the setting up and the maintaining of those schools. We apologize forthe existence of the schools themselves, recognizing that the biggest abuse was not whathappened in the schools, but that the schools themselves happened ... that the primal bondinherent within families was violated as a matter of policy, that children were usurped fromtheir natural communities, and that, implicitly and explicitly, these schools operated out ofthe premise that European languages, traditions, and religious practices were superior tonative languages, traditions, and religious practices. The residential schools were an attemptto assimilate aboriginal peoples and we played an important role in the unfolding of thisdesign. For this we sincerely apologize.We wish to apologize in a very particular way for the instances of physical and sexual abusethat occurred in those schools. We reiterate that the bigger issue of abuse was the `.exis-tence of the schools themselves but we wish to publicly acknowledge that there wereinstances of individual physical and sexual abuse. Far from attempting to defend or rationalizethese cases of abuse in any way, we wish to state publicly that we acknowledge that theywere inexcusable, intolerable, and a betrayal of trust in one of its most serious forms. Wedeeply, and very specifically, apologize to every victim of such abuse and we seek help insearching for means to bring about healing.F i n a l l y, we wish to apologize as well for our past dismissal of many of the riches of native reli-gious tradition. We broke some of your peace pipes and we considered some of your sacredpractices, and we considered some ofyour sacred practices as pagan and superstitious. Thistoo had its origins in the colonial mentality, our European superiorly complex, which wasgrounded in a particular view of history. We apologize for this blindness and disrespect. One qualification is, however, in order. As we publicly acknowledge a certain blindness inour past, we wish, too, to publicly point to some of the salient reasons for this. We do this,not as a way of subtly excusing ourselves or of rationalizing in any way so as to denigratethis apology, but as a way of more fully exposing the reasons for our past blindness and,especially, as a way of honoring, despite their mistakes, those many men and women, Nativeand white alike, who gave their lives and their very blood in a dedication that was most sin-cere and heroic.



Hindsight makes for 20-20 vision and judging the past from the insights of the present isan exact and often cruel science. When Christopher Columbus set sail for the Americas,with the blessing of the Christian Church, Western civilization lacked the insights it neededto appreciate what Columbus met upon the shores of America. The cultural, linguistic, andethical traditions of Europe were caught up in the naive belief that they were inherentlysuperior to those found in other parts of the world. Without excusing this superiority com-plex, it is necessary to name it. Sincerity alone does not set people above their place in his-tory. Thousands of persons operated out of this mentality and gave their lives in dedicationto an ideal that, while sincere in its intent, was, at one point, naively linked to a certain cul-tural, religious, linguistic, and ethnic superiority complex. These men and women sincerelybelieved that their vocations and actions were serving both God and the best interests ofthe Native peoples to whom they were ministering. History has, partially, rendered a crueljudgment on their efforts, showing how, despite much sincerity and genuine dedication,their actions were sometimes naive and disrespectful in that they violated the sacred andcherished traditions of others. Hence, even as we apologize for some of the effects of theiractions, we want at the same time to affirm their sincerity, the goodness of their intent, andthe goodness, in many cases, of their actions.Recognizing that within every sincere apology there is implicit the promise of conversion toa new way of acting. We, the Oblates of Canada, wish to pledge ourselves to a renewedrelationship with Native peoples which, while very much in line with the sincerity and intentof our past relationship, seeks to move beyond past mistakes to a new level of respect andmutuality. Hence ...We renew the commitment we made 150 years ago to work with and for Native peoples. Inthe spirit of our founder, Blessed Eugene De Mazenod, and the many dedicated missionarieswho have served in native communities during these 150 years, we again pledge to Nativepeoples our service. We as}: help in more judiciously discerning what forms that servicemight take today.More specifically, we pledge ourselves to the following:• We want to support an effective process of disclosure visa-vis Residential Schools. Weoffer to collaborate in any way we can so that the full story of the Indian Residential Schools may be written, that their positive and negative features may be recognized, and that an effective healing process might take place.• We want to proclaim as inviolable the natural rights of Indian families, parents and chil-dren, so that never again will Indian communities and Indian parents see their children forcibly removed from them by other authorities.• We want to denounce imperialism in all its forms and, concomitantly, pledge ourselves to work with Native peoples in their efforts to recover their lands, their languages, theirsacred traditions, and their rightful pride.



• We want, as Oblates, to meet with Native peoples and together help forge a template for a renewed covenant of solidarity. Despite past mistakes and many present tensions,the Oblates have felt all--along-as if the Native peoples and we belonged to the same family. As members of the same family it is imperative that we come again to that deeptrust and solidarity that constitutes family. We recognize that the road beyond past hurtmay be long and steep but we pledge ourselves anew to journey with Native peoples on that road. Reverend Doug Crosby OMIPresident of the Oblate Conference of CanadaOn behalf of the 1200 Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate living and ministering in Canada.


